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to Warsaw, London to Vienna, London to Rome or
London to Madrid.

We may now turn to the history of the actual flying
over the Air Mail Route. The section that lies between
Cairo and Amman was the battle-ground over which
the British and the Turkish and German aeroplanes
fought during the War. Aeroplanes had flown as far
east as the Azrak district in co-operation with Colonel
Lawrence's Arab forces. Egypt and Palestine were
therefore well known to flying men. On the Iraq side
aeroplanes constantly flew out to Ramadi and up the
Euphrates. But nothing except the eagles and vultures
had crossed the great plateau of El Jid. Sir Arnold
Wilson was a passenger in the first flight from Baghdad
to Cairo via Damascus. The party set out in February,
1919, in two D.H.4 aeroplanes. They flew from
Baghdad up the Euphrates to Abu Kemal, thence across
the desert to Palmyra, the city of Queen Zenobia, to
Damascus. After a considerable number of adventures
they reached Ramleh and completed the journey to
Cairo, Sir Arnold says that they were careful not to say
anything about these adventures, which were far from
amusing, lest it should be considered advisable that he
should return by a more conventional route. He went
back to Baghdad six weeks later with two D,H.9a
aeroplanes via Aleppo, and Deir ez Zor on the Euphrates.

The second crossing was made in May, 1919, when
a young Royal Air Force pilot flew Sir Arnold Wilson
from Ramadi to Damascus by himself, the accompanying
D.H.ga having given up the ghost half an hour after
leaving Baghdad. These flights were real adventures.

The Air Mail Route between Cairo and Baghdad
was opened on June 23rd, 1921, on which day the three